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JAY MAISEL 
AMERICAN PHOTOGRAPHER, BEST KNOWN FOR CAPTURING THE LIGHT, 
GESTURE AND COLOR FOUND IN EVERYDAY LIFE

“ I F  Y O U  A R E  O U T  T H E R E  
S H O O T I N G ,  T H I N G S  W I L L  

H A P P E N  F O R  Y O U .  I F  Y O U ’ R E  
N O T  O U T  T H E R E ,  Y O U ’ L L  
 O N LY  H E A R  A B O U T  I T.”



DEFINE  LIGHT

SOMETHING THAT MAKES 
THINGS VISIBLE OR 
AFFORDS ILLUMINATION



LIGHT TYPES
AMBIENT / CONSTANT

FLASH / STROBE

• SUN 
• LIGHT BULB 
• LED FLASHLIGHT 
• FLAMES 
• LAVA 
• ARC LIGHT 

• STROBE 
• STUDIO UNITS 
• DISCO BALL STROBES



THE ONLY 
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 

LIGHT TYPES IS TIME



CHARACTERISTICS

•INTENSITY 
•COLOR 
•DIRECTION 
•DISTANCE 
•SIZE



INTENSITY

THE AMOUNT OF LIGHT ON A SUBJECT OR SCENE



COLOR

EVERY LIGHT SOURCE - INCLUDING REFLECTIONS - HAVE A COLOR VALUE



DIRECTION

SETS THE MOOD - REVEALS DIMENSION & TEXTURE
LIGHT REVEALS / SHADOWS DEFINE



DISTANCE

DIRECTLY AFFECTS QUALITY OF LIGHT 

HARDER OR SOFTER

BONUS FEATURE  
CONTROL YOUR DEPTH OF LIGHT 
USING INVERSE SQUARE LAW



SIZE

KISSING COUSIN TO DISTANCE - RELATIVE TO SUBJECT

DIRECTLY AFFECTS QUALITY OF LIGHT 

HARDER OR SOFTER



THE LARGER 
THE SOURCE, 
THE SOFTER 
THE QUALITY OF LIGHT.

RELATIVE TO SUBJECT



MODIFIERS

CHANGE OR MODIFY CHARACTERISTICS BY CHANGING THE SOURCE



3 MAIN SHAPES
BARE BULB

ROUND RECTANGLE



THE WONDERBOX
STRIP BOX

MATCHES PEOPLE 
MINIMIZE LIGHT WASTE 
VERTICAL   
HORIZONTAL  
  
NO GRID - CLOSE 
GRID - FURTHER AWAY 



COMPUTER MODEL OCTOBOX



COMPUTER MODEL RECTANGLE



COMPUTER MODEL STRIP BOX



THANKS TO MY PARTNERS



QUESTIONS?


